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MUS

ICAL ORGANS, ANYONE ? The first thing I did

when I took this job
over wn8 10 try and find out precisely what a vector was, So I asked somes
body who new éomething about mathamatice. He expleined 4t very slovly and
ocrefully in words of not more than five syllables, snd after h:{
eyon alower and more oereful repeats, I thought I had it clear,
“OK," 1 madd.  "How te
- 2 vgorborll' o a tcnso}-‘%"m one thing more, What is tbe difforenoce

T & dozen

¥Roll.*® seid informant. "They ‘ra two entirely differont thi
Except that ono of tham orn sceotimes tho other of zourso." N

At whioh point I rotired doferted.

I do know whet o novmletter is, howoeya This 1
iecal an™Mrrongoment that it has bech daeidé'to ahoilsﬁ ‘i?m"%f%?‘éfif Bg;g?
lotdcr forthvdtha

Thern i9 mo eausc for alarm though. Thie move will be oomponscted for
by the simplo cxpodicnt of publishing VECTOR cight timos & ycar froa now on,
Not, for tho wost prrd, quite 80 lnrgs issucs ns you hnvo boon getting, Wt
atill fylly-flodgod VECTORe with articles, lottcrs ond so on a8 woll a3 newa.
This iasme, »s o modter of faot, waa intended am tho first of tho amaller
VECTOTRa = only 1% socma to hove got souwcrbhot cut of hend.  That's your good
fortunca I hopo the ro~toolcd schedule proves to bo nll that is hopeds

SEND YOUR QUETIES Wo have somconc who will havo a besh ot answoring theme

In VECTOR, furthcrmore, MNot spceifia quorica suech os
o wrote euoh~snd-guoh a story, or what fsmue of what magezine did it appoar
in, but worc general once the gnswers to whioh aould be expoeted to interest
tho powherships  Querics like “Why don't we got timo trovel storics rny 1_Iom?“
or "Pcaple sey Conan storioe arc bad « io thorc eny objeotivo wny of proving
thot thay'rc hed?  Sond them oo soon os peosaible, 30 that the coluan may be
lcunched in goed style,  Over to you lotl

A PRO IS DORK Mcortiest eongratulntions to Torry Profehott, poasibly our

youngeat Associctc ucabor, for having bis atory The Hedcs
Busincas roceptod by Nows Publicriions = it apponrs in “Soience Frotasy"
No.60, possibly the beat over olleround fasue of thnt mogezine,

-



FAIZINE REPRINT DIOPARTHTHT  Teachers as a ¢lass are not renowned for hawving
vhat aight be called a positive attitude towards

sfs  There ere cxoeptions, of course, Tha late “"Doe" Weir was a school-

cacher, and several members of this profession are currently nm'bers of the

issociation = inclwding the suthor of ths folluwinge

(Heprinted by permission froa two articles (

in the 3.d and 5il issuce of OR¥IT, doted >

February and September 1954 respactively) e

ctewnez -Fickion
15 selheoels

by

Rrrl ~Z-))EN Ne 71 //

Part I

The idea for tons mrticlc came from
imest Sterns, vho happens to be a Leeds
sshoolnaster.  Ernest sedd quisily, "Give
suw- class o cocposition to write with &
zcienee fiction topie, I'11 do the same \
ard 30 cen fo e survey of scicnec fiction
in schools,” 4/

A groct idca, nnd here thercfore is
my h<df of ihc coniribution,

In order *hat such an opistlo counid
appear before the pillie, lengihy preparations
hzd %o ba madc, It sounds quile sasy to
siride iite a elescroow full of neisy thirteen
and fourtcen yoar olds and burst upon them
the feet thot “this perlod you're golng to
zrite a scieneo fietion copposition ", but
chriously the elass wouldn't Yoow where to
stavte An coral intreduction must be pre-
awnted, so that the class ean tune in to the GCiB SON
corvect wavelengths of their raspective -
imagirationsia

I was prescntcd with the added diffienlty
of sppervision, I had to wecve the topic into
<he eleas curriculum in & natural manner avold-
jnz the welchful and eensorial eyss of the
clace teacher, tha school Headmrster and the
fnllege tutcra, tote Blac that thc type J"‘ __ r—
of conposition tho clzass usnally would
yvrite nould ke "iha Life Story of a Two
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Shilling Pleoge" or such atani-bys as "lhe Boy I Most Admirs or “W¥hat I Would
Like for Xmas".

I hod three oomposition periocds stretching over the throo weoks and I
propogad 1o work the Stf one into the mecond, preparing the cless for scme-
thing "off tho bemten track” by wsing a “John Dull® cover for tha first weak's
composition, I alac doviutod from tho norm in tho literature lesson on the
Thyragday prior to the Tuesaday composition' I intonded sottling on S.Fa I reed
the class extroots from tho oponing ehapters of Tho War of the Worlds, without
the titles, At the ¢nd of thu peried, during which the class had shown more
than usual intercst, I gsked if anycne had any ideas as to the title of the
book I waS holding, Aboui a thind of the class had no fdoa; the remainder
guaosad 1t at once, though ona bright opurk, who offcred Journoy into Space
a0 the title, was immediately told by his classeates that this was inpossidle
a5 the Drvadsrs hed landed karth ood were not leaving ite The Jiscussion
swung over to the film {with & littls gentle prodding by me)., One boy, to
whom I am eternally grateful, brought up the fact that The War of the Worlds
waa 1o good and ho had liked The Dey the Farth Stood Still bveiter.  Thud we
were launched or to the topie of scicnco Tietion films and books es & whola,

"Wull," T said, “how would you like to write a conposition next week with
a dcienco tiction theme?  You can bu thinking wbout it meaowhile "

A1 but three of the class were in immediate tavour of such o composition
toplc. Two of the others decided they too {two) were in fevour affer o little
gentla persunsion, "Would you rather do o cooposition on 'The Dallisties of
HBig Bertha™?"

The other sadd yes, he'd love to veite about "The Ballistdos of Dy
Bartha".

From close questiondng I gatherad that "The Rallistics of Rig Bertha
was the topio about which he knem most, in foct the only topie sbowt which he
knew anything. Just my luck. 7T finally nquiaetened him down by “sugeesting"
thot he wrote s story sbout Big Hertha bringimy in as a gubplot o Hartian
horde attempting to steal the secrets of the ballistias of the gun.

*Plecoe, sir, did you see reast frow 20,000 Fathomg 2

vpPlecse, sir, do you beldeve in flying sausers?t
“Plasge, vir, it says in tho poper that n man's seen a flying Sa06r s

“Please, sir, oy unclao's seen a flying sgucer.”

“Please, i spese”

Tha next day one boy brought me r pile of 5.T. mags including mn 0ld
"irgosy" contsining eese. 8 Gradbury story! I gave hin 9d and we were both
happye

find whet of the composition? (m the Great Day the ballisticsle.xpcrt did
not tum np. Perhaps the Taet that I night know how 4o spell hallistices,

which I*m sure he didu't, put him off, This laft a "shcvwer_:" of 32 bays of
whom 7 were over fourteen and the remalning 25 were over thirteen and a half.



It survrised oo sonevhat that the most popular thene mith the boys and
obvicusly thae gne ibing which had had the most inpressicn on thes was the zero
bour eounting; "Six-Filvc-FoureThres~Toou-Cne-Zero®, and away goes the roskct
ship on its long journey into the void. Bo fewer than 14 of thc boys brouwht
in this item. The next ocost popular picec of 5.F. equipment was the opasc=
Suit, or pregsure cuit with or without the added wcntion of space holmot,
Seven brought this into their conpositions, There ware six different fly-
ing =gucers, one Zeen over Gredna Green trawalling at = mers 11,500 mph,
Another landed on the South Downs (in 1965) and "2 big drums on 3 legs wvith
ton big tentrcles cn soch drum" wwerged trom it.

Other details -~ personnel, dates, lucation, destinction, ete -~ varded
widoly ez also did the titles, thowgh in the nojority of eases tha raasons for
chaosing ¢ perticular title were not made clcar in the text nnd excapt for the
differences in noous the stories wight have been oftan the aames

The best title headed the worst eomposition: Jupiter is Explored. In
two periods, cach of 4% minutes, the perty not only did not oxplorc Jupiter
but never lcolt the Earth.

Trip to the Moon and Journay to the ligon accownted for six titles, whilst
Journcy %o M.rs and Journey into Space accounted for four more, Destinction
Heps Lorded tuo compositions, strangely these belonging o boys sitting tos-
>ther.  One tho shoved great indtiative vent along to Mars dn 3094 4,D¢ in a
rocket shir travelling ot 03,000 n.p.ming cention wcs mode of £ radar screan,
ntomic motora and jot engines.  Knra wos found to have o blue rock surfoce and
lakoa of boiliwy; smier eighteen inches devps  His companion's rocketship
peasessed alsoe ntomie motors and jet engines, though the rock surface borderdng
his boilinge lnkes was heppily red ond not blue, Kidsel

One bey wrote zboot fhe Man fron Mors, o transportction of Vells inte
Yorkshire, whilct too vrotc about The Invaders from Space. One perty of
tbese inwaders was tho Sidieon Hen fror: Neptune; “These funny little men vere
only 2%6" high and the loador hed 6 arms and 4 lcga".  Vhy only the lender,
and if so vhat about the others, the boy forgot to say.

Adventure into Space, to the noon, The Moon Adventure, Journey into the
H Zerc Hour, Rocket Ship x1, The Planot Hare ond its People, Return ta
the Leost Flznet, The Invasion of Bordh and To the looh - al theze vere other
titlcs,  ‘Me Doy we Enrth Stood Still wns but a copy of another production
of the 3a2mc nape, The Trip to Spree resulted in 2 detriled dascriytion of a
“hreathing aparatus®, Thce best composition was headed Jowrney to snother lun,
o story nbout a trip round the comer to Alphe Centsurus, which not only
baftled the rest of tho class but didn*t axaetly acothc my school-practice-
shattercd nerves, A Trip to Mars becanme ar intricate deseription of lifc on
Jenue, whilst I've not yet =olved the puzzle presentad by the titlo Destination

Flight to the Moon.

The first o cobpositions I narked had plots built round tho interplane
etpry policae rnd the interplanetary epoec patrol I thus thought that thia
Nan-Dare~ish thene would mn throughout the entire bateh, but these two proved
“0 Dbe tho dnly ones inclined towards the "Fagle" comice One made mention of
a telefinder, used by en cxpodition to diseover vhether Mars 1s populated.

The expedifion found no life on fhe planct other than o yellow and blue grass
surfocca
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In ona cooposition Martian Antoen used rayguns to destroy expeditions froo
the Earth. 4 new chapter fcr The Martian Chronicles. Another oontained des=
erlption and authentic dackground down to the amzlléest detail of when the expe=
dition recovered from its teke=off blackout. ‘The writer, who was the last to
awzken, found that "Higgins was preparing e meal for us," He was at fault
only in gremmar frop an English point of view and the space craft's speed of
two nillion miles an hour from the S.F. viewpoint,

The question of a ¢orrect or plausible speed for one's rocket ship rese
ulted in some ohaos and zousing choices, Whan actual apeads wore sentioned
they varded fron 2000 aph, 7,000 wph, 83,000 npn and even 8 times the speed
of light! One Wy decided that & takewoff speed of 798,502 mph would be
necesgary to beat Earth's gravity.

Where dates vers mantioned these alac varied widely. Only one boy begnn
his story in the past, 19%4. Only one began in the presents Evidently S.F.
15 synonymous in dohools with the future, 1955 and 1956 were both popular
as were for some unknown reasons 1965 and 1995, Other detes were 1964, 2021,
2553, 2947, 3051, and the 2100th cantury, which could have been only & howler,

One opening sentence was “The Moon 1s a satellite revolwing round the
Earth", which I thought very goods Unfortunatoly the rost of the cooposition

seevencane

Two boya set their launchings at Woomara writing about beds and safely~
belts needed for take=off, and the use of nagnetio boots for outer spaca.

One bright spark, evidently familiar with Bredbury's Rocket Summer,
plasdad for a Law against the nanufacture of rocketships, After jonrneying
to the moon, the rocketship “Lunar XzQ7" ran into a race of mon possessing
3 lege, 4 eyes, 2 nooos and the ability to grow to the zize of elephants.
One spaceship, the “Fcleon™, after being t0ld by o pirete flying ssucer to
"Land on tha Lost Planet or you will Die™ chased the said FS mhich csemped
through fravelling "tco fast for radar to pick up®.

For your editicetion, I am insarting now two ropresentotive compositions
showing the pather vetter and the not quite so good types of production. You
will reoall of course that these ars written.by youngsters of thirteen and
fourteen yeers of age, which makes thelr fapilierity with science-fiotional
concepta to be a little surprising.

Journey to inother Sun

On 7tk Aprdl 2947 the first star ship set off for ilpha Centaurus,
tha nesrest star four light yeers arny, The solar syaten had nlresdy
boen colunized by the people from earth, and new worlda had to be found to
house the population, The space ship was soon out of tho solar systenm
and speading & 8 times the speed of 1ight for the distant star. The
Jowrmey took six months of travel at 1,468,000 wiles per seconds The
ship woe armed with hect blasters and atomic disiniegrators to proveot
it sgainst the weird crostures usaly found on alien planets, At long
1ast the systam of Alpha Centaurns came on the televiewers, The space
ship ade an orbit round a nice green planet about eighty millions miles
fron 1tts sun,



The spaco ship scttled dowm on 4t's foree beams, in A pleasant groan
valleys The commander of the ship captsin Ulsen and ten of his orew put
on their progsurc suits and stept into the airlock, The air in loek wae
exousted 2nd tho outerdoor waa opaned, Causioucly the men walked dovm
the rewps  The captain tovk out his vxygun tester and teated the air,
lle found the aip pressure and oxygen were snbout tha same as earth’s,

The men took off their suits end began to axpning the strange pluntse

Threc days wont by and on fourth day, in the early morning, the
spacc ship was surrcundcd by a lot of 1ittle people about two foot high.
The littls oen werc very kind to thae space explores, end told thew their
history they had evolved froo the vegetuble kingdow and now their race
was slowly dying. ‘The men fror the selar systen stayed threc months on
the small planot and thoy went home to the solor systwe sdth thue perwission
of the 1ittle plant peoplu to colomize the planctary systeo of Alphe
Cantruruda This actiun would @ove the huwaan race from covercrowding and
ot last excinctions 4 thousand years later the human race had spead
through the univorse, thanks to the first star exploress

Destination flight ta the Waon

Tt was the yenr 1956 and the [irst rocket repdy for the ooon woa
rcudy to teke offs 41l to gether there were six men four uen for the
controlls and two men uatching for octcouwa, The place were thay are to
take off 1s on a big mure outside of Iceds, now they ore getting thore
suplices one  in cnother hour thay ovt of the carths stmosfear on the
way to the moone

in hour has ncarly passed and the men clinb aboard waving to their
fanilies Boon the ~ir tight door will closc ard then the engine will
start then 10, 9, 8, T, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 ZERO the rocket is now going
50,000 nilos anhour very soon we can sce the carth turning inte o big
bll nnd than gettins spaller ~nd sunllers

Sudenlyd a neteous came spocding toward us if it haddent been for
the tro nen we wouldent hava been able to dodge in tine very soon the
mocn wag very bhig aid we eould see big erates on its Ve soon landed and
ve got into our oxegen sSuits and the deor opencd I wmx the lirst te eo
out, Suddenlyd I was surrovnded hy Little nen they saild you wesent tha
first men frem ecrth, e were the first but when we got here we wanted
to stay and in yeara we got used to the air.now go back and tell your
poople to step moddag rockets or we will destroy it for ever. I soon
ot back and told then whet I had hoared and seen ®wc aoon got back to
enrth and told the people what  had heard and secn and 1t wos pede a law
in the world ecuntry no onc can maka a rocket shipe

I've deliborately saved this one t11l the endi not hecauwas of its especlal

werdts or conversely its lack of them, but rather becavac it ends on & note
our chairman, Jaeck Darlington, would love to have Seens "ith a scrcaming
roaring sound of the jets seeee” Yos, Jack, apace opara s you like it and
by a thirteen year old tcol Don't fret Hamilton, Carnmell, Boucher, Mampbell
(both of youd) and Goldl The Statbens of the futurc erc on thelr wayl



Pert I1 C:icaea Fiction in th¢ Junior Sch

(EDITOR'S WOTC,  Interiooticas sigm}d ({ORDIT)) are by the editor zndfor
otenedlwcuster for that nasazine,

In ORBIT 3 I pade )mosn iho mind-shattering truth obout 9-f in tha Sceond-
ary Wodern achool of todoy, in all ita cosnde significance, {(Apologies due
hore to Mr Kepnath Potior, tho "Ncbula® writer), The experinent which was
oada during ny first school practiica as o student teacher was so sgccessful ao
an experinent and also 20 a fanearfiele that I propesed to repeat it during ny
second school practicos This I dids  For the record I had (actually still
bave, as I 5tidl on “hat very 5.P. nt the tioe of writing) a eclasa of 40 nine
and ten year olds. Only 35 werc prescnt for the actual cpie-writing, one
baving murps, three being at the batho snd one being standing outside the door
for having imitated a spaceship almost before I got the magic words “Vargo
Statten" out of my mowth, To tall the truth, Tor a whole fortnicht tha hids
showed absolutely no interaest in speceships, or any other 5tf standwbys, even
though I prudded then contimaally with casunl referenccs to the topie; ieea
"Wake up lad, you'rc not drearjng about flying to Mars here," One boy waars
a bedge denoting the fact that ho is a ceober of the Dan Dare Club, ‘Mem
questioned on the rattor hc told pec his pother had thought it —ould b4 nice iT
he joined & club and as ho 35 tco younz for tho loeal youth club hed sent an
application in for him to joim the Dan Dare Club, I wesrly wopt with frust-
ration, Wosted youths 1Mot avan knowing abou’ seiemes fietion. Poor kids
»e N0t cvon knowing shout Ray Bradac...

Sticking to the already suecessful forouls I managed, by irterchenging a
PT lesson with an ert leoson, ao erithoetio with an Englich iess:on and another
English lesson with a Relirious Instruction lesaonm, to get a double=period of
RI which did net follow a Joublewperiod of PT and alao a double English por-
i0d, vhich was 1he ttuc renson far the charping rounds  {((I Zheught ke apcd
Dradtuxy, not von Vogts OA3IT)) I nos hed just vador ene and a kalf hours
for the job, Hurry. FeTry,

Pb..rst I read eriracts furi— the orsn_\né chaptcrs of \211sts Mav ol tie
Wax"iﬂ de I 2hen sacmested (vre i sore enowih o “‘TD"\'.E‘(' LT
doing Bome WOTX see i wag pe~iccily h TPy mending Uolla) that they Ao an essay
on elther eomeone ooning o wo I:a.rl.h fiem Spaec or someore going to Space
fren Favthe  Anyome could be in on it srd *he tinc and seiting could be any=
Fnera, Tha k'ds set G0 werke One w-ota thrce end ¢ half gides, by far s
clzss records Unfortuneicly co fer T havou't been nhle to decipher = word.
Threo or four of the mocs slocwich eenbera trete a3 1ittle as four or five
lines. Om the Thols the compositions lackod initiaviva of thourht ani hLad
very little coordinaticn, Scientific idoos wore defailed anly in the ocead=
ional efforts This, I suppose, should have been expected.  These boys were
four years younger tban the first lot, and even in sf four years cen make &
lot of diffarence.

The nopt popular tillas vere Flipht to Mars and Deatinntion Moon, There
wore metgorites and Pheniros froom Space o Coy nom.i_ng of a .anater fron Mors .
QOther Enxth visitors included The Men Cronm Mars and the ;[nvwﬂe‘s Y\l y end
also Tha Tons foon Quber Snme deh was based on The U=y Yie E.rt.h fco 5till.
There was The POCLLE hing ‘i‘er‘; fied Tarth (20 soneone else LOV Jeevas in oo
133) and there wzs the lactie of tha Planet. (No deudbt about those cowers).
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The Joumey tc_the Unknown stated: "In cbout a corthe tims we came to Titan a
Planet which Tloats about Sabum thera .." The People Who Terrified Earth waa
& pippin. The whcle wes as fallows:

Croe a nar theught thet there waa life on Mars but all the people
arcund hin would doek fim and said ‘Yeu are eilly you are not altogetnar
upsteirs,  So Jeck tbought be would try to get Professor Charles to
build bin a ship o take hio to the Koen it was soon arranged for the
ship % be node, It waz two years befora it was made but the tire ceme
when there was a erowd ercund & great takesoff station it was going to
happen, The prof, put on the clock 9,8,7,6,5,4,342,1,fired Boon
shshsbh nnd off went the ship leaving a green vapour of hest, on its way
te bars when 1t got to “srspo one bas ever seen or heard of those gen
ainoe they lef Earth on 2876 sc perish cl) oin vho go t¢ Hars,

I gave hic &10 and vonderad if be hed read at least the opening atcry
of The hertian Chronicles, ({I must apologize fex eczresting most of the
ersors up to this peint; I hadn't realised they wers intemtional,  CRBIT))

There was The Newe froo biers, the Deval girl fros wars, Froo Outer Space
and the Story of hars, which was all atout eating chocolate after arashing an

saroplann, and Spase Ships frem the ¥coon, which began:= "The year 20C0E.Ce a
raport on the :io sEm’Ee oAt on invasicn ds condng t¢ the Barth in three
hours tice, All spzoeships ere being filled with petrol and spaee cars are
flying all over the ploce corrying people t¢ their stations for the invasicn.”

There wa9 & Trio tc Mars 14 chich averyone went to Jupiter (Adbott and
Cogtello no deutt)s THers mas an interesting account of a Jjournoy tc the

woon entitled De Monster fronm 20,0C0 fathcms, There was 21ac ona lest
interesting cne called Jorndng Ingte Spaee,

Seven stories, as they were rother then essays or ecupositions, were
bezed lirectly on The Waoxr of the Worlds, whilst a faint sipilarity could be
read dntc others, — % lec3t three wers based in gome way on the redic
pregranoe Journey into Space whilst Dan Dare ascounted for two more, Cnly
toe boys named %eir rocE'ct ghips. These ware "Tke Valient" and "Flying
Fuaty". The ships' destinations cevered Mars {dy far the wost popwlar), the
woon, Jupiter, Mereury and Titan, of course, Settings ranged freo the days
of the cnelents through 1569, 29th December 1811, Sth *Apdll' 1949 and 1939
to 3C0C A,Ds The boy ®hc saet nis tale ir 1999 leondar wrete: “Three sciente
izts are going cut in MeH car and HeH c¢ar is 2 car that works by MeE fucll”.
Science! Greetd Another wrcte: “The racket flies off into space at 75,000,
000 peDsh, We were surprised to reach Mars in ¢ne hour gaing at thic speed,”
Secombe or Hilligan?

The counting which had proved so popular with the first bateh ala¢ dntere
asted (comparstively) this web. Thiree gove it o wention. One Wy was ohased
down Briggzte by & Martian 'Cetapuss's  Another who called kie effort Dast-
ination Meon wert to Mars ené told that there were "maroh men on dars',

ind that, I'c sorry to soy, wes thate The second which follows the best
seller never lives up to the promise of the first. So nust 1t be =ith this
trl.e [ mean epistle, .o nueb be éxpected these ehildren cannat write ,s
irtensively as thirteen year olde, with 4he result that rwost of these writines
were little more than rarbling puakats, One or two d¢, trua, deservm a quctes
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Dastination Moon

It all begins in New York about zero tina the nen are jJust getting
into the spsceship, They faston theoir safety belts and the tian in the
control room goes 10,9,8,7,6,5,4,3,2,1,26r0 nnd up up very hiegh in the
sky it goes untill it is cut of sight then suddenly they land when they
get out of their space suits the mocr looks 1ike green cheese and just
then they ook round and saw one of ithisr pals floating into outer space
so one of then 1o wont back to the spece ship and tied a hook,

Journey to Space

In the year 1582 the storics of space was read by many people and
they thought they would set an adventure to spacs, They started making
space=ships ond other things that mould ocerry them far into space. It
tock thex four wonths to make & space ship at last the hard work eas
dones At last they got into the spnce ships at London end got of for
gpace, It was » drecry ride and it took them about one year or over at
last they reached space, I was a peculiar place the people had their
wouths at the dack of their head and their eyca were on top and they talk
very funny indeed. When they saw our space ship they were horrified and
they ron into thelir very funny homes. Ws went around and saw what very
funny houses they were, VWaen we had had enough we went back to Earth
and told the people our funny story, Dut we never went egain.

Ono whioh took me thirty five mimrtes to nard, so ded was the writing,
as follows:

Jormury into Suace

(-0 day ny pals and I planded 1o g0 10 sSpace. We got the spaceship
ready to go thed we all got 3n thea, Bhe set of. We went 10 miles an
hour we pat o tellyfuwer to sec how far we cre. Then a sudden thing
happend the tellyfumer went of we ot londeds We thought we ot landed on
Mars in stead of spacewe sput on cur &y uit them we opended the deor
and went outside we found awrself in spme vo walked about for am hour and
wa were just about gv bock we hacnd noise above us we look up and we saw
another spaceship we thought it had coms to resenct us buk ve lost shight
of 1t, it bod l1anded o mile eway from us 20 we begen to walk back to our
spaceships.

That was the first I marked and with the thought thot they night ALL be

like that I almost gave the ®hole darn project wp, One last word: this one
I veally liked. I alweys 41d enjoy those grammatieal blunders of Sen (‘}oldrryn,
iwass "Include me ont”, I mas thus foreed to leugh vhan the second brightest

voy in the class ¢ane out with: "Bhen I heard & blinding crash.”

Ron Bepnett
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SCIEBCE FICTION SPECULATES on the future
of many things, Dut vhot of it om?

O [Tl S

b 'S
SC. CLarKE S GNEMNGE = 26 TIOM

Yow is the tige for all good men to cooé to the ald of seicnacwfiction, for
the =id of a argo mubor of guod oen 1s neodad to turn 5.P, froo a secopde-rcte
story="Titing into a firstwrsts ort forn. Up til) now the modern literary
scens has consisted alpost exrlusively of ‘orthodox® 1itoratura, 3 litoraturs
differing fron sclencowfiction in that it 35 concerned with lifo na it ja now,
rrodominantly with humon rclaticnshipne  Thls dis neural enouch, sinee it $o
theea that heve largcly occupicd the minds of these men who heve concerned
thenselves to communiextc their ddeas to others, A literary work of ort is
formed oben an idea is felt docply arnd with comviction by such = pan, o can,
moTeover, who 1s capablo of apsging 5 in literary torm,

But has the field of science-fiction preduccd ory works of art to dute, or
13 it likely to do¢ so in the fature? Surely, if we consider the gronicst
achigverents of oodern literstura, the novels of D.H. fcoronce or the poens of
T,5¢ Elict for instonce, no acienceefiction work can be found to ogual theo 3n
the power with vhich ttey -ffoct ant trensioro the recdars  Tope ond: possibla
S.F. xunners in the tisl? nould be Ray Dealbury's sioni Stordes or C.S. Loris‘'s
trilogy; I know of no othar 5.P, wrivera vhe ean weich the ak®l)l with whieh
iradbury weevss an atzasphere of irmanent vnrocrity vhich roises his stordes to
their torrifylng irtenc’ty, ox the innact of ihe cevse of wepdnr which Leis s
enabled to comvuy simply boctuse of his lifcrary skill. Yet thrse cannot he
clazaed as scienoootichion at all, They are robhe In fact, with
fen exceptions, nona of the seicice-fietion novels widch er-tics deen to con=
sider as good litercturs asc dizeeily incnize’ by sei4nce; Calholic theology
18 the donivant thenc fn Falier Filler's A Cantdels Zoo Leilusdda, for instanoe,
and o larpge part of John Ugndho ‘s rovels ¢Cns.e39 of wn¢ ydeas of noinstrean
fietlon cxtended in an S.F. icica, Yot in Jalu: Tyndhan, Jogether —ith Brian
Aldiss and Jancs Dlish, we hovo n hivs of things tc ccoes

The content of scienceefiction is vuot, litcrally cosmie, ,nd pll oedes of
human gonsci y ell asposts of the wniverse, arc explored with powerful
tnagination, ¥hy, then, doos it come off tccond best from a eonparieon with
orthodox fietion? Yot simply beeavdc of %S cumaller outnut, kot beeause +he
gtyle of langunge used to express iicce idecs 1s offen pitifully lnodequate.
Over and over ngain v cecounnter the trogedy of a ryditee exprossing the wornder
of tha nosmos through the languzge of a horror-ccoie, or ot best of a deicetive
sv-ryy  For meroly to feel the ioportance of an idez wit: docp eomvietion is
not encugh to produce art, Aldous flwdley kas poinded to the low 17 izrory
quality of puicide lotters to illustrate this.

Whereea previously ven were Inspircd Ly relimicn cnd thesr iraen vniyerag
now many are realising ihe beanty and mystery of ube owter uvmiversze as revecled
by sciontists, and they ave being dinspirdd by the isplications of thcir disce
OVerics. Surely a writer capable of waingz tha English languazo susfieicntly
well to be able to cxprees thece ideas adeguately could produsa a work of art
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of oven greater worth than those I pentioned carliers I dongine a writer
czpable of crcating a novel conbining the frenzied inagination of, soy, Altred
Bester in The Stars My Deetinotion with the pore pober tut far more i-pressivs
atyle of Joho Wyndhan; or icogine an S.F. equivalent of Tollden's Lord of the
dnEDy

Seloncemfiction ia & young arteforr, and it has alrendy produced an
oxeiting body of work, Mg, the readexrs of 5.F., oust not lst it reooain a
asource of tariller cxcitencnt and iotellsctual provocation for tho few. If
we keop up dosends for a higher stamdard of writing it enn be transformed into
an art form of unprecedentad power, capsble, through its repercussions in other
fields of human nctivity, of transfurmdng the thinking of wankind,

C. Clarko

THE ABOVE ARTICLE outlince ono possidvle
futurs for sf writing. Hapa 5s anothor, y—

RO e’ L% o | e} LA /| S
NEWIRQRDEMADSENO CH?!‘P =

w . P, T"]c"ﬂ«n}ia

In this article I gn going o raiso a plaintive woice in o dircetion totw
ally orpposed to the current gencrzl flow, Of lete, » lot has bosn said end
written zbout ways and neans cf getting 3f populerised, and recognised generally
for the hich forw of literafure it ia, o3t of the recent "!ow ‘iorlds” guest
editoricls have becn in this voing oonth after nonth sf writers are putling into
blnckeznd-phite the problens facing sf awthors, editors and publisherss The
need for beltor storics, higher quality eriting, and, nainly, more recders,

VECTOR, too, has 133 share. Although not sc apparent 28 in "New lWiorlda®,
the gener:l tene is for icprovements r11 reund, more letters, more nxticles,
more nenbeTs esese ctes  The letter colvmm tries to point out what is wrong
with the l.5.¥... and weys to correct these faults, and improve it, and VECICR,
wenerally. 4his in 1tmelt i3 grode T think I'n in fhe cajordiy when I oay I
1ike VECTOR, It has its fanlts, of course, mt they do scem to ba corrected
soon after their appearances  {ay; but thare are furthererenching implicatiens
400, and these arc what I wrnt to explore in this diecourse,

-

To atert off with, let's have o look at the torld's population z8 & whole.
It depends on who you nre to detorine bow you vice the division of the peoplea
For instance, edueaticnalists soy *liternta or illiterete’, South Africnns say
‘block or white®, Frepnchuen say ‘tian or woban', ond co on, I tend to see tho
2orld as being shartly divided betwecn people whe do, and people who don't,
raed af. losever, it's not an oven division; in fact it's decidedly lop-sided,
swith the bias in favour of the 'don'ts‘, This is partieularly true of Great
‘witain and the United States, although not 8o true of soue other countrica,
(For instance, would anyone like to cetimate the sf-reading percentaga of
Swaziland?)

So tha linc is drawne Just now I said it was a sharp divielong Lut is 1t?
flow do yuu define an sf reader? Vhere decs tho linc como?  Theo Day of the
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Triffids mas u bestessllors twenty million people wateched 4 for .udromeds on
television; The Dey the Saxth Cgmt Fire wzs one of the cinana boxw~office
drows of 1ast year, ¥ e peubarship of the BeS.F.ie 19 only about
150. So the generzl publie appreciate sf, even 1f they don’t kncw it,
Bomevhare inside wost people, re aust be a little spark of Fanwdoo trying
t gat onts .ind the professionzl publishers know this! If they can only
convinece peopls that sf 1s pood, then they're going to achieve one of thelr
biggest aima,

The BeSeFeiisy too, wantes core pecple to becoms paid=up menbers, Bach
yoar, successive Comitiees are baffled by ‘The Silent Ones® who cema and go,
poople who epparently deocide to join, pay the sub,, and then, mystoriously,
disappear when the next sub, is dues  Is it beceuss they‘re hard up? I
doubt it, The real 1a their rtact with sf was just e were
flirtation, induoed through an overdose of Janes Bond, and the chance disc=
overy of one of the sf classics,

Soy the potemtial nust be theres nct in everybody Ly any ncans, scome
peaple juat will adapt o 8f, tut there is = large body of people who have
the possibility of becoming avid sf readers,

I have only zecently come to this conclusion, btut sf publishers heve boen
avaro of it ever since the doye of Muge Gernsback, For the last forty yoars
the ocovers and bilurbs of sf booke and magezines have been alternately toned
dovn and tuned upy as feshicns ohanged, in szaron of vider readership. The
publishers?® angle is pizin to see = more readers, nore profita. Dut, taking
the long view, is this whot we want? Is it tuch & good idea to pet the non-
diseriminating cejority into our select midst? I soy “No“, enphaticallys Ky
reasone Will be plein t¢ see if you just fellod my lines of thought as the
inevitable, chilling logic of it all urwinds itself, Let us imogine & state
of affeirs in tioe none~toomfistant futyro; ssy in six months. Overnight, tho
potentlal spork of =f Fan=dor in nillieons wafts itself inbo a roaring furmace
of sf-dewouring fervour, the negle pumber 451 proudly flandng.

One of the first visuol things to0 breome apparent is the sudden demand for
ef in tha bockesheps. The iuredinte reauwdt » all evailaobls bocks cre aolde
Poople nek icr wore, and they get them.  Publishing houses peprint their
current tities and ewentuelly revive uost of their olds So far, 8¢ geods
Everythin: locks fine, ‘The bewildered devotee finds that the title= that
have been eluding bin for years are suddenly popping up in his local book-shop,
resplendent in nev covers, ‘This is grest, the unsuspacting fon thinks to himw
3¢1f, bhenven ¢n earth, 2ut, unbeknovr to hin, the thin end of a very shubborn
wedge has ‘een well and truly placed.

All our favourdite hack/crud writers are awakened, led gently up % o roon
bare of all bui a cheir, tcble, typewritor and paper, and told; “Write seuee
you'll be paid by the tome,” The door is then locked, collactions nade daily,
end the rasults rushed at high speed to the yrinters, With quite alazwing
spoed, “"acienceefiction” Looks apposr on book-stalla, Magazines, oo, find a
nes matket, and encoursge by this new mags pop up, oramned 7ith stories by 'new!
anthors and stories My tho author ¢f seaed!

The B.SoFude cashes in on the boog, toc, with rising nesbarehip, womthly
VECTOBs in ooloured covers and on glossy paper, weekly Neweletters, apmd, hest



nems of all, the 1964 Comvention fills evory hotel in Peterborough.

Just what the of industry needs. iuthors wesr out their pens writing,
publishers woar out thoir honds rubtbing, readers weor out their eyes rending.
Guest Editorials in “New Worlds“ reflect the noed to find wore meterinl, anmd
deplore the fazd=dininishing store of idess. The Eritish edition of “inalog!
resppears with letiars in 'RBrass Tacks' from anericans saying they've built and
tested a Dean device, and that the view from the Moon is just oswell, “Privatbe
Eye" takes over Mova Publications. Xingsley Amis vwrites the inevitable sequel
to New Hngs of Hell, syopathising tith the nowedefumot satire industry.

Charles Clore es over "Privcta Eye". Elizabeth Taylor is invited to open
tha 1965 ! ion, whioh

quently fills every hotel in Londons

In other words seees 0heose In the ridst of all this lunacy, it is still
Just berely possible o find the occasional thoroughbred fan, still olinging
deaperately to his sanity, tuying with diserction, o supercilious lcer on his
race as ha wniches tha taaning pledba clamouring for space-opera, It couldn't
go on for ever. Inevitably, the boch grinds to o halt, as fast es it wea bom.
Magazines fold, publishing-houses closs, boolkeshops hold 'Closing=Dovm Sales!
and, panisd by loud ch from a faeceless minority, all tho heck/erud
writers are one by one returmed to a dreamiess slumber. The fow rensiains
genvine af writers suffer s stunning blow to their ability to sell their molerw
ial. & aluwp, wo l2ss.

I ask ogeiny do we want this to herpen? FPublishers - wa knom you'rc good,
and we ‘11l keep 1t quiet if you will, Juat don't try to widen your markets,
It's pot worth it.

-

(P.S. Have I deen reading tao much cotaclyezic s£%)

C.P, licKenzie

ROOT “B1IE}
Andre Norton: Catseve {Golloncz 192 pagss, 12764}

This i3 a seienee fiction novel written for children by one of the best
knomn ewthors in thiz particular field, It tells the story of Troy Horan, who
has been deported fron his own planot of Horden -~ whare he was a herd rider -
10 Korwar during a Galactio war. There he bacomes o third class citizen, the
lowest stratum in the soociety, and i3 very pleasec them he obtiins tamporary
work in an expensive pet shop which imporis animals from other planets, inclue=
ding earthly ones, Horen soon finds that twe cats, two foxes, and the little
furry kinkejou are no ordinary animals tut ara gble %o commvnicate with him
gentally in a clear, logical way, Thiz leads him ¢ © nder may they are heing
btought and who it is who controls them, whom they so obviously fear, ihen
noran's employer, Kyger, 1s kilied, Troy znd the animals are foreed to fles from
the olty ¢ save their lives. Thelr escape to a dend underground ‘eity? and
their eventusl bvid for freecdon wake very good, exoiting sclcnoe fictions

Basically the ideas in this story are very good, but the mammer of their
execution is not. Firstly, commnicetion with enimals is an idea which would
partioularly appeal to E=ll year olds, yet the style of writing and vocabulary
used ie far sore swited to e teenage reader. Secondly, children are - on the
whole = impatient readers and like a fast~aoving story with plcniy of action;
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yet the firet third of this mork iec prinarily c¢oncerned with setiing the =cene
for the adventures of the latter two~thirds., This is too large s proportion
for the avarage child reader, and he will probably never reach the more exeiting
parts.s Thirdly, any reader, btut particularly the child one, is greatly influve
anced by the first few pages; if they ere satisfying he will carry on reading,
but if they are dull or too complex he will put the book aside. I think that
wany children will give up without giving 1t a fair chance, since the
opening pages are full of & vords, idaas and names, Indead, within the
first helf dozen pages the reader has to eope with: Korwar, Tikil, dipple, the
Big Cough, & spacer, a roller, a flitter, two animale - a dofuld and a Phaxian
changs=coat « Gentls Home, Gemtle Fam and plexsglass, Possibly the avid sf
fan could cope with this welrd vocabulary, but the wnasquainted nould find it
diffieult,

The final dravback 1s the choice of nawes which are not easy to paks in at
a glance and thus make the characters more impersopal, which is bad in a ohilde
ren’s book where the reader likes to be able to identify himsalf with the pain
onés. By all means use different names to our sarthly onss, tut not such
complex ones as Dragur, Mascli, Rogarkil or Rerne; they are too psewdo! And
then the aninols, the one aspact the human brain can easily and fully wnderstend
and approciate seses but nod  They ton have become confused 1o ocur mwinds by sll
having sinilar names; the foxes Sargon and Shoba, the cats Simba and Sshiba and
the kinkejou Shange

I hava gone to some longths to poimt cut the defects in Catseye; but if
one is strong encugh to be able to overcoma than, the latter parts of the book
will te found to be firat rete and to provide axcellent juvenila rezding conte
sining all the elements vhich appeal to the child resder; interezl, aotion, eX=
citement and finally a satisfactory, well-worked-out ending. S.R-P,

T ke -

00 AEaRsas

PHILIP HARBOTTLE (¥allsend on Tyne) 1 hope I may ba forgiven for refurning

to Fearn ogoin, but the nature of most of
the condemnatory remarks levelled et him in the current VECTOR are sueh that 1
fael called wpon to refute theme  Thugse

Charles Smith instances Statten aud Gridban as inferior sf, and says that
even 1f oy claim of their acting to introduce s great mmver of people to sf is
subatantially correot, it cennot justify so extensive & lewdatory analysis s
wy three VECTCR essays afforded. In this he iz perfectly corracte Dud the
Sedon pubs are irrelevant to the series cs a whole, and if you care to look,
you will £ind that I stated my justification for the series quite plainly
towards the and of the concluding artiele.

My imtention was to give publicity to thoss stories written brfore 1950,
before Stoutten and Seion Ltd ever existed. Botween 1933 and 1948 JRF produced
stories of outetanding intereat and valuc to tha genra as it then wae, and it
maz 4o then that I gave wy attention, In VSCTOR 17 I quoted two oplsione which
acclaimed certain Fearn storics ns being actual olagsies of that period. And
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Isaac Asioov and Frederik Pohl src not exactly fools, Only lack of spaoe
provented the quoting of similarly asinent testimonials fur many other stories.
Fhatever Foarn did afterwards in ‘the way of Seion novela hao no bearing what-
ever on tha nurit of his earlier yams. And such wno their voluwe that it
took three amicles to mersly outline them,

Further, T'n incredwlouns that a man of the standing and sccomplishuent
of Brian Aldiss can oome up with such & furrago of rad herrings and distortion
abowt Fearns  Once agein the Scion period is the target for sbuse. 4nd in
thig case it is even more grosaly irrelevaant than Lofore, I an not suggesting
that #rian's wunheppy expericncce in subwitting storias to tho Scion magazine 1s
exaggerated.  Homover wndarstandable the editoriat belligerence towards ecrt-
ain elcmente of fandom, in view of their bigoted hostility, it was wrong for
thia to be directed at would-be contributors. But as Archie indicated, Faarn
was not, repeat not, connceted with the cditorial side of the magazine et that
tima, Alistoir Potcerson was the man in charge. What is more, it was Fearn
himself who wae instrumcntal in Paterscn's rosignation, Heo did not sssume any
caitorial respensibililty until issue npuler T. Thereafier Fearn went o con-
siterebls lengtha to enocurage new authors.

As to Brdan's ather point about tho magazine's allegedly trashy extcricr
putting respestuble auitiors off, what sbout the Stendard megazines? The woll=
executed but distostefnl covers for "Thrilling Wondsr® and “Startiing® by Earlo
Lergey didn't eeem 10 doter men )ike Luinster, Kuttner ond Drown fron contribu-
ting scoe of their tinest work, What*s more, soon aftor assuning control
Fourn introduced a standard cover which incorporated s cinple painting and the
cuntonts pancl,

The alight on Fegrm's pearaonsl noturc is not wmorth answering, but in any
cage thls hay glrerdy brmen donc for me by Bert Lawis's extremely plessant and
interaating letier which preeciot Orian Aldisa®s in VECTON 19.

Aa for the literary aspoet of Fearn's mork, I would point oot thal ncwhere
in my s-ticles did T mulic eny oetravagant clains for genpine literary content,
In several essea I frank)y atateld the abmence of it {see Part One).  However,
there vwere B few notavlo cxecptions, some of which I deteiled, Ona of these,
Ringa Acrosa_the Cosmgs, I had lined up for a specisl analysis in my first
drafT of the sories wirlst woeamarc that it had, in fact, boen anthologissd.
Feern hnd to urite within the editerial limitations then in affect, and X think
he did it rother welli,  On the fow oecasions when he wrote over ani ahove thenm,
the result was a slory of outsianding competence from a literary or any othor
atandpoint,

The elegant sincerity of Don Smith's letter was a revelation to me. I
bave no quilble with his peraonal view thet Fearn's stories gave him no pleasuro
or entertnimment, That is bis privilege. I peracnally loathe the prose of
Jane Austen and regard ker novels as a Ulot on, rather than a credit to, English
literatorc. A lot of ewinent people think otherwise and they arc probably
right.

Again, Don iam correct in saying that Fearn chose the eagicr path of mass
production, with ils quiok returns, rather than write to the hast of hiz abili-
ty.  But ondy afler 1048,  Tor oy own part, ] have aluays been aware of thism
deficieney in his later sork, and havo never ceaced to regret ity Tut I have
also never coased o he rratefu)l for the grounding, the vary necessary intro-
duetion to higher aff - guch 2a T now enjoy = that the Scion novels afforded me
23 a tesnager. I poc the luss of Fearn’s reputation as a sacrifice to the
advancement of British acience fiction.

Finally, I would ndd lhaé J discovered Fearn's sarlier work only a few
yeors ago, courtesy Ken Slater, and thot I approached it aa an alresdy cxper-




icnced and I hope oature s rcader. I applied nodern tastes and standards to
it. Only rarely did I find it wanting.

There is plonty of vintage JAF material in tha ¥SPA Library. I suggest
thet pesbers should borrow it and evainats him for themeelves, And I include
prasent day English writers; if they seallow their pride and jJeslousy they
wight laarmn sonething.

1 badn' remiised that Fearn had evar hod anything to do with the edit-
orizal side of thu Scion mwagnzina, Though I must adnit that I never paid much
asttention to Scionles in thosu daye. AMM

DOHALD FRARSON (Califormia) A sonl) contribution to the Foamm diseussion -
anyonu venting to know when he first appearcd in
setenca fiction magazined - it was in the Harch 1931 "hnazing Stories®, in the
*Disoussionat coluan, His letter tulls of hia interest in eseionco, his enthu-
piasw for scienca fiction which he had just discovered, and thot this was his
first lottor, He considercd thet Dr. David Keller and Edward E, Snith ware
the mngazine's finest zuthors, aud discusscs the science in Skylark of Space.

In Aldisa's lettaer, he seys toenagors shouldn't bo writton down to.

This ie true, There should bo oo such thing as juventlo selenoe fiction,
unlass it's for eight yoar olds. 1 discoverod “Amaziag" ot thirteen and I
remeaber that at that time I thought Ton Swift and Burrougha's Unrtien stories
nere for Kids esess boforc that I read Wells. I'11 admit ¥erme wrote for
Jjuveniles, but not down to them, Educational and entertaining stories wore
his ndn, What is educa%ionul or seicntifiec or literery abowt Burroughs?

(H. Rider Haggard is better). Wonder why some fane sre still intereated in
EEH (if nut just for rostalpic reasons?) I didn't mean to imply that
Burroughs was juvenilc, not in tho lcest, ioronic night be the right werdeeses
1 see you ave an ERS fen, Way?

You mention Lem Gulliver; thought evorybody'd furgotten him, The GoM
you'd weot would have te b An interesting epceker, in addition to his hera
capabilitica,  “Jorkens" wap e great etory-teller, for oxanple. A theme for
a coatune rarty aould be Luwls Carrnll charccicrs - they sre aimost andleas,
and ara cormtzinly fantnsy, Fure for ~ space dArives either "zipd"
"DasRakctienissenschaiien femarerck=-¥eltraumachi Ffahrtnachd

(I think I got tho idea = by the tioe you'd said that lot, you'd ba half
wny there. I don't knov what th_a caltas me, but et the time I was turning up
ny nose bt anything with tho Seicn ioprdie I wes lapping up the cheap ERB paper-
becks then aveilable,  Just nontally reterded, perbaps. AM)R

BERT LERTS {(Ashton on Ribble) Sponking of latterz, 1 wne very interestad to
rend tha ona frou Brian lcCabe of Slough and to

note thet he is an Ddyar Riceo Durronghs fun and £1lec that you yoursolf are.

Although I did not smention +his in ny last lettcr, I am a very kcen fan of
Lurroughs; in fact I could alooat =ay thet he was the Tirst §,F. author that 1
reoombers I wicll ropamber readirg his first throe Tarsan titles, then panag-
irg to got hold (by shoer ingenuity) in the loead library of a ocopy o!‘m
i , which I propptly started off and read it through with only & b T

and drink, finishing it off at about twm in the marning in boiween shouts
from wy father about the )otensss of the hour and threats that he would 'throw
the bock on the fire if I d’d not couc to bedds

Tarzan sura nas sonc charzeter to ma and n the ospable handa of Burrougha
he re~liy lived; so oueh so. that for o long time I thought there wee such a
parson, I thought that hers was the acae of boukecharactors; thon I found hds
Wnrs sericg. Fron that time it bocamo my favowrite bock seriee and even todoy
1 find these stories the oasicst to rosd with the most setisfrotion aftorwarde.
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IRTAN ROLLS {Lcurncoouth} 1 hnve n beof sbout the book reviews, or lask of

thew.  Unlike some peuple T don't nind how lung
the reviews arc - I never 7ind that they arc so long that if 1z usenovassary
to read tha bock. If I heven*t rcad the ook, T an crly interested in «hether
I vould enjoy it - « Tact T can usually tell no oatter what the ruviawor's
apinion: If I bave read it, I cnjoy couyaring viaws, llowever, I crn unly vead
a fracticn of the books thet comu cub ruviewed in VECTOR. L know thot it is
the custorn anly to review books if copies have been sent to you, but after all
¥ou coymot really expect publishers to scnd copica to an orgnnisaticn with only
a few hundred moobors.

I should Tike t0 soe VECTUR print a roview of as pany SF and fantasy books
a9 posuible - it would be valuuble to collectors and borrosmurs, Tierc oust be
nany other wecubers lika sw who buy a few 8F bocks every month.  If o few of
these wera 1o write a short picec about cach bock as they rcad it - it needn'l
be nuchs just the thome, how it was written und 80 on = we would not only have
a3 fuller VECTOR, bul {io judge trom tho letter coluons, s more satiafying ona.

As for magazino reviews, I feel they are only of interest if you arc a
Bubseribar.

Honcthing on the lincs of & titlo=suthor-publishar-srice listing with
about one linu of factual {re distinct fron opinlonative) descriplicn might
prove feasible. I'n frankly beginring to got worried zbout the space-amyle
nory  Under the nav dispangation $his issue was supposod o run to only 20
peges ~ znd look at it. I%'s ooinly Sennctt's fault of coupse. iR

DEHRIS TUWKER (Ttich ‘fycombe)  Re oy letter, thers certainly does soonm to have
beon 'a spot of sonfusion®. PBid [ really

wander like that® 1 usually try to be more nrecise vhen satting ny thonghts
dowvn,  HMaybo I sheuld strictly hove said ‘strip earicon! ralher than ‘comic
strap' , hut, =5 you rauark, the latter derm dcog not acecssarily imply any
humorcus contcnt thesc days, and it wes ccrtainly not my irlention to Impty
that there woz anything furny ahout Witch Waxs  When 1 remarked that hucour
should not be out 1 was really changing the subject slightly and was roefereing
to the waste of o Tall .ege (pago 2, VelB.) on a cartoon. Moo thet closrs
tho matier up.

Liked Iwian Aldiss®s article nnd the letter section hest, 1 was surprised
at cur President's renerk that Polkicn's and Moorsock's storics lezvo him un-
fouched because he cinnot helisve din ahsolute guod or evil ax an entity.
Surely - and as an azullior he showld sppreciste this = the prire essentinl to
the enjoyment of sef or fontasy is the ability to suspend disbelief, to becuoe
inmerse? in the world of the story?

ROY KAY {Dirkenheal) James Parkhill-Fathbone'’s articls, Tug Real Thing, wos
very well ywitton and oust have come closer than aeny
others in defining what SV should bes T*d like Lo smy hear hear to the inst
Yines of the articlo s.ess “For hoth the scicntist ond ihe Tmywan, scionce
fiction should Be zble to s~y something about hoth the wind and heoart of mon,

and the poasibilitics of his intcllectual and emotiona) inaginings.® Mayets
thut for the pexlect definition?
Threc checrs for Lhe President, s article was a fascinoting insight

into the minds of thoge mystical crentures, PRO AUTFORS, Xt would be still
better if, za Brian suggests, it was the furst of o scries ..... avthors telk-
ing oboul lhelr veasong for writings. Well, thuy said telovision was iopossible.
Now $a the Tebler column end rarticwl~rly to Donnis ‘ucker’s view that the
HSEA is "a serious-type hody with scrious chjectives®.  He 2lsu refers tn "the
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dignity of 2 serious body“. tiurely the JiSEA isn't as serivus and monaatic as
all het?  The wey I Bee it, this 1s an associction for yeople whoe onjoy rcad-
ing, and perhea sTiting, Science fiction, Scienca fiction is a 3pacial dive
ision cf entertcimment litercture. There is o difference betvecn reading SF
and, scy, tho study of pre-Rarhaclite architecture, or the assessment of the
artistic perit of carly orientcl woadcuts. What I'm trying to got ovar is
that va're not a lot of erudite professors poring over woerks in ousty and res-
poctful atnosphercs. Ve core akbout SF, hut we don't want to render it duil
and ewotiondess Ly toking it too seriously.  Maybe I wraong, I'd like to
hear vhat other meobers think about this,

Re "Not-compaetitions”,

ls John Carter, Warlord of ¥ars, who would give a tolk on “Dacpor Char-
acter Insight in Science Fiction versua the Benth.* ({Somb tho banth. Ad)H

2¢ The spread of Farth Culture through the Galaxy.

3. “The Stellerrela®, usct anongst spacc hands as u slang teru for a
wnrp drive based on rcelative Stellar distancce,

Right; baving ansmerod tha *Not~conpetiticns®, 1 nlgin tha "Not-wriza®,

To close, noy J move aray froo V.19 and put wp & few ganernl idess? I
wos thinking cf the possible use of the Questicnneire. Members who feel unw
sble to write a Letter of Copnent might fill these in. Futurs VECTOR contents
eaeves Whet sort of things members would like to 2ce brought in .e.es what, if
anything, is unpopular sfth the readership, etc. On a wider plane, how about
6 gqucctionnoire on ST in goneral?  Thus the BSFA oould perform a sorvice, in-
dicating current tastes and preforcnees anongst readers,

HTn view of the notewusurlly lsree nuober of notesntries for the not-
competitions, the nut-prize is being not-avarded this tice, Ly the way, Hoy,
I trust you'll fiil in the not-guestionnaire thnt is being notedistributed with
this issue? AME)

DON B, SiHITH {(Munezton) Two of the threc "Not-coppatitions™ ara concerncd
with Conveations, and are therefore not fer ue,
For the third I suggest “Curerp®™

Intercsting caticls on The huthor's Lot. A quick mental review of Aldies'a
work that I esn rencnber (cxeivding one I romeaver bocause I was so disapyointed
in it) suggests that 1 like hie carlier ptorics better, befors - if I read his
theary right - he straightened oot his cgo and went oll socoth on use I find
his statenont that, hoving no beliof in avil, be therefore cores little for
storice based on the thecry of absclute cvil and/or absolute good, quite at
varianee with ny om rcactions. I've nc particular bolief in evil o3 a thing
in itaclf cither, but I' inclined to -ut that down to Terding n sheltered
life, and in any cese I revel in storiea which are based oan that ides. T£ 1
nay be a little sclemn, I will say that in oy viev both good and evil exdist in
ench of us, thet our lives are a strugglo for the supremncy of one or the cther
over the control of owr personalities, and that stories, such os The lerd of
the Rings, whdek depiet this strugele on o larger scale, fascinate becanse they
ratlcet our osm inward strugrles.

Another old tiner in the letters saetion?  Pronc to cxaggerate as ever,
aren’t you Dennis? I oo gratcful for you recalling to the ignorant youth of
the day that I wes once known as The Sage of Wunenton, nlsa Tho Thymae of Ver-
wickshire ond aven 'fThe HJart=hill Herh, Happy daya, Haater Shallow.

fnd 8o to bod sescs

PaUL LAHIERY (London) My views being what they are, I aidn't fully enioy the
fanrish slant you gave the last YECTOR. Mot that 3t
wasn't vell done, ¥ar froo it, but npart froc Brian's article it lasked ajpeal



21

to the new noo-fan that the BSM caters fo» (or 1s eupposed to cater for) sz e
whole, I sinosrely feel that YECTOR, official organ of the 35FA, shoutd hold
items of imterest to the pora SF ninded fane

N.P, MORTON (Bridlington) Compandation for the ama inspiring avount of work

sgondngly performed by one K. Cheslin, Esq, If
what I have gatherod thus far iz en acourete indication of the amtunt of work
done by this gentlezan I feal confident in predicting the ovar-running of cur
planet bty super<huozn “"Cheslins®,

This book review ooper is getting out of hand, Never in the history of
litarary endeavour heve ec few written so omuoh ebout 8o little. This neans
your reviesors are virtuaily teliing us the story and taking quite scne spaee
about 1t,

DOREE¥ PARKIR {Deoping Ste Jaoes) 1 think Brian aldisa hos got a thing sbout
S.F, fens not resding est Scllers - Spring,
lsyery ate = and I cartainly don't agrea with hin, Y an an ardent best seller
fan and 50 cre oy friends, father, brother, sister, etc and we all 1ike SeF.
I don*t think you cen be dogaatic about it but I find thet readers who will
read anything ~ will also rezd S.F. I agree S.F. is & compulsion but the
coupulsion 49 in the faot that the person who reads S.F, is & compulsive.
reader Full Stop and S.F, is the next logical step after Mein Sirean Fiction.
(I don't think I've come ncross this particular iden bafore = it'a cart-
ainly intriguing, (Though C.P, WcKenzie wculdn't epprovel) Perscnally, I'm
an e.‘xtxﬁmly selective recdor, botn within the sf-fantasy continuwun end outslde
it. A7

TONY EDHARDS and HAKRY MADLER (Manchester arez) The author's Lot was s good

viug for that now suthor's
work, Dut we enjoyed it anyway. How about the sawe idee by Harry Harrisen
or somsona 1ike thet? The stery entitled LSFA Meubershiy Roli 1363 had too
big o character list. o never pade it to the plot, criously though, it's
& vory usoful item,

Has enything on the lines of a fanzine directory ever buen publishod;
semothing like o list of curremt fanzines, addresses, oontente, publication
datea ste ote?

{Yoz, but not recently thet I know of, Treuble is, the fisld chaages so
ropldly that they'se moatly out of date as soon s they anpear. AH)e

TERRY JEZVES (Sheffield) Motecomp 1.  An axeellont Con guest of honour
would be Clorigss Kinndson in the garb sha vore on
Lyrana 2 = NOT her greyse This should prove quite entertnining.
Hotecomp 2o  RemInoarmation and You - without a date, this gives you the
whole of history to choose from.
Jc‘ﬂ‘lllcri-omnp 3. The Phlcgitwell~Dean propulsion tcheme for deep space =
nnatch.

Co SUIT (2aling) The Real Thing is intereating but rather "preaching to

the converted”, Probably Aldiss is rizsht; Evil ps an ene
tity, as o foree in the world, does not exist, This, however, should not
prevent its apsenrance in tho reclo of Fantasy. The vhole point of Fantasy
is thet belief in reelity should be suspended, Anywoy, in $hose stories that
he citos gbsolute Evil and ahsclute Good only appear in the renln of the supsre
natural, wh the ch t k4 lves ere only too human, One cculd not
describe Birle or the Hobbits as sholely gveds Elrio in perticulor is as ouch
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coaprosod of evil cladenta as goud,

all satiwo is ineffective? I euppusd in the sepse that it does not canso
any lzsting ehange in contesiporary socioty, but it does help the individual to
viow existing comventions, tempurary taboog with lesa than awe and thus helps
nip to wljust to coning chenges (1 hope anyway). If satire sueceeds only in
naking tho public worc awvare of the political scene, in onking them mant to
know more of what is bepponing in the world around thew, in waking them r-ise
thelir heads cut of the morass of apathy, it will have donc a very grest deal.

EXA MEDGER {Cyprus) writss an intercating and vrovocative letter concerning
VECTORs 17 & 18, The main reason 1t is not being quoted from, however, is not
the fact that it's ovordue but that it was addressed to Ken Chesling, and I'm not
sure if it was intended for publiontion.  MiXib FLUUMER {(London) eriticises The
Day ef the Priffids tor not making the best usc uf the possibilities inharent

in thu touk, though he bas nothing but praise for the filo of The Damnad. e
finishes: “Me leason is, obwvicusly, that the filo coapenies should treet sei-
wnce fictlon es it la: 3 specialised pedimn, It's been 5aid bafore I kuoow;

but with, seemingly, littls eftsct. It this lesson werc loarncd I've o feol-
ing we'd get mure filus of the calibre of War of the Worlds, Forbidden Planct,

and Might of tha Fofrle otc evesd®

LN ATDRIDGE (Fruldhouse)

fHave yon xweorted 1t to he police? AMY)
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FANZINE REVIESN

Brian Allport & others (ed.): ICARUS 4
{Editorial sddresa: D. Wood, 14 Edinburgh Street, Aedford, Nottingham,
Price varies but is still ridisulously cheep).

ICARUS is another fanzine put ont by some of the younger nesbers of the
hAssociation erd their friends, Tt 1a devoted primarily to amateur sf stordes
{in fect it subtitles itself “A Magazine of Science Fiction") with short filler
paregrophs of mainly scientific interest, It 1= very sparsely illustratad -
in fact this copy comtains only three very emall illusiretione throughout, the
largest (sic) being the postage stamp stuck on the back cover. The taxt,
however, is very well typed and duplioated, and refreshingly free from
euch elementary faults as bad spslling, messy layout and the like,

The materiel, unfortunately, is not altogether worthy of the present=
ctions  The stories « wider inspired bylines such as Atole Lewis, Thor Hel-
verston and Inigo Pendragon - are mainly wery shapt with either o stock=
»ariety point that was not wortk wrifing to, or no apparent point at alls
Trhere tre t20 significant exceptions = Jay’s Dilemma by "Inigo Pendragon® is
2 fall~pager with an esusing climax, and Puiure Desert Roods by W.F. Eann,
vhils% not precisely a story, takes a really {nteresting technologioal posal-
bility and preeesds to have some extrapolative fum mith it, Also present io
a review of The Doy of the Triffidg (the film that is) z2nd a letter of comment
on the previous isste by scaweone who should be well kmown o you alle (Be, w0
be pracise,)

Al 20 pages of mostly elite type, ICARUS 4 is certainly well worth the
4d (repent - fourjence) asked. The previous issue cost only 34, but the cost
of 1iving's gone up sinca or something. (Or possibly the eiza of the thing),
The fiith jasue, due out stortly if not alvesdy by the time you read this, 1s
sshaduled to contain 30 poges plus photographs, Thoy're asking saxpance for
it though - they don*t quite &ige then away, only eppear io. w

SMALLwRADS FREE TO MFMBEXS  SMALLeADS FREE T0 MEXBERS  SMATIeADS FRRE 10 MEME

WANTED, Will gay high prices for any of the following intaet with covers,
belter prices for better condition naturally! Remember, if you have aome of
theze and don't want to part with them, T'd still like to hear froo you, $o
that T can get oome inforpation o ecomplete my researches; in axtreme cases
will even pay for thia infornctiond

5046742 Cpl Hedger E.R.
Rooo 27, 264 S.U.,
Roysl Adr Force, BuF.P.0. 53

ASTOUNDING (DRE) 1940: all except Sept (11 issuwas) 1941: Jan, Feb, March, Apr.
June, Aug 1242: Jan, Wor, Aug  1943: Jan, Jul, Doo  1944: Ped, Apr, June,
hug, Oct  1945: July

DYNAMIC SCIENCE STORIES (BRE) No.l HORROR STORIES (ERE) MNo.l, 2 & 3
FARTASTIC SCIRNCE THRILLER (HE) Amy axcept Hoe5

FUTURISTIC SCIENCE STORILS (EE) Noll4 & 15 )

MASTER THRILLEW SERIES (BE) Individus) titles: Tales of Terrnr, Master Thrile
ler, Fireride Ghost Storiea, Ghoste & Gobline, Tales of the Uncanny, Tales of
the Uncanny No.2, Tales of the Unoanny Ne.3 (Contd }
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(Cyl E.Re Hedger contd)

NEX FRONTIXRS (DE} No,l & 2 OCCULT SHORTS Hoel & 2
GQUEFR STORIES (any issucu)
STRANGE TALES Noo2 (usnucbered - the Non-stop to Murs issue)

SUrERMATURAL STORIES (LE} No.2, 3, 4y 5, 1, 8, 14, 15, 17, 20, 22, 24 & 25
OUT OF THIS WORLD (BE = Spuncer mag) Hoal, 2, and any othor Moxe13,17,19
SWAN YANKEE SF '“UGAZINE (3RE) Ho.3, 11, 21, and possibly 16 ?*“

SWAN YnMKFK WEIRD SIORTS (UQE) Hoef,1d419 and possidly 16 (2)

TEKHOR T4LES (NRE) Nosl, 2 & 3 THRILES Mol

THRILLING STORIES (GE - Utcpiun Pub) Mul) {containing Cats Eye - H. Vincent)
VARGQ STATTEN/IRITISI SF MAGAZINE (BE) Vol J. Nos.6 & 8

WEIRN POCKET LIERARY Mol VEIMD STOMIES MAGAZINE Noll & 2
WEIRD 'MAJ&S (DRE) First scrics: published by Swan,  Megd {contalns 7 Saconda
to Eternity), Nos2, Mo.3 (contains Dragon Moon)

Second scries: published by Merritt. Woal (contains Tiger Cot by Kellor)
Third esrics: publichod Ly Thorpe & Porter {pulp). MNo.20 & 2

UNKNOWH (LRE}  1939: Scpt, Hov  1940: all exeept hpr & Aug (10 isoues)
1941: Fou  1942: June, Oct  1943: Jan, bap, Oct  1944: Jun

WORLDS OF FAMTASY (PE - Sponeer wag) Noel2, 13 & 14

¥ORLDS 4T WAR {DE = Tcmpcet Fub Co) Moyl (morc s pb than a mag)

5CU0TS (3B} Mool to 20 inciusive cobl eatz)
AWERICAN FICTION {Dk) Fub® by Utcpian Pubs. No.8 (conteins Youth tafncgs”By
MYSTERY STORIES (TE) Fub'd by World'’s Work. Any Ng.20

SPACE PACT & FICTION (EE) Pub'd by Sean. Mos 1 to nclusive

STRAMGE LOVE STORIES {BK) No.l WORLDS (F THE INIVENSE {3E) wols1 No,l

H'hat vas a zpalles:d? AMH

FOR SalE DUIROUCHS BOOKS
Fron Conaveral Press loc (0S4} = for £1 cachr

The Gods af tara (illus, Larry Ivic) The Moon Wen (11lus. Flaina)

Fightiog Mon of Mars (illus. Blaine) Pellucidar (illus. Hlaine)

At the Eorth's Core {illus. dlaina)

Tangr of Fellncidar {illus. Dlainc)

Frrzan at tha Barth's Core (1llua, Frank Frazetta)
From Grasset & Dunlep {(US.) = for 10/=:

The Land that "Mime Morgot (11lus. Ja Allen StJohn = inprovised cover)

OTHFH BOCKS iND WAGAZINEKS

Frum Colling = tor $/e: The Iavisible Man by 0.G. Wells 4“ Deaka
¥ros Macmillan ~ for 10/=3; The Jungle Beok. by Kipling {illus. L. Kipling
"Science Fantasy" Vol 17 No 50, ¥ol 18 Mo 2, Vol 19 No 57, 1/6d each

BRINN WcC/iBR, 2 Leauwwant Read, Manor Park, Slo aghy Bucks

WANTED; hagazine of Fantasy & Sclenec Fletion - 1999 dugust
Fantestic ~ 19%9 April, Way, June, awmst, Mov, Dec
fmazing - 1959 Fab, March, April, M:y, August
Hew Sloplds - WoalS
Most issues of iven Fanlasy Koader (please quote)

CHALES Fa SWITH, 61 Tho Svcauc, Ealing, London Wel3

WANIED: The fcllowing issues of "Nehuln" = Nose 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 40({stc. i
Willing to pay 3/= per issue, Contact:

RoAs WORIWLL, 29 lidghlands ivenua, Horthampton
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TERRE JEEVES WISHES to thank D.R. Spith, E. Bsil and F.?. Barron, who betwsen
then have supplied al) the informaticn he advertised for in V,19, (They will,
he aintes, get free c¢opies of the inde in question of course).

THE BoS.Fehs IS PROUD OF ITS ELLA PARKER, and shows her off eyery Friday eve-
ning to the penbership. Any wmember who turns up of e Priday evening at

4%, Williaa Dunbar House; Albert Road, London MWe6, is sure of a welcome Trom
la and the gangs ndon®s most popnlar seience-fictional remdezvous in the

ramfied atmosphere of the seventh floor, (Mear Queen's Park station).

TONE WALSH WANTS FIVE SHILLINGS of yowr meney. Send it to him at 167 %enhaﬂ
Road, Pridgwater, Somerset, and he will register you es a member of the
B.J.F.fi. Convantion, £6 te held at tha Byll Hatel, Peterborough, over Faster,
The five bob will aentitle you to recelve Convention publications, ete, ae they
are igsued, and oounts towarde the admisgsion charge.

TILCKLISTS ARE IN THE AIR. DPesidea Terry Jeoves*s “Astounding” index (out
shortly = for further infoxmntion contocct Terry at 30 Thompson Road, Ezclesall,
Sheffield 11, Yorks) the B.S.F.i. is presaing shesd with several. The first
of these to see the light of day iz probably s complete listing of the now-
defunct Soottlsh sf oagazine "Nebwla", Price to merbers will prabably de 3/6d
or &=,

FOR SALE:
"Galexy" Scienoe Fiction (dmericen edition) from OCT 1950 Vel 1 No.l)
through OCT 1959, COMPLETE, A1) in excellent condition, €17
"Aetounding™ Sciemce Fiotion (Americen edition) from SEPT 1949 through
SEPT 1953, COMPLETE, 41l in excellant condition.

a9
¥rite or telephons: J. Chambers, 113 Dartmouth Kd, Willssden, London
Myl ~%la 154, {AFTER JUL’ call GL& 3

SF WRITERS ANONYHMous By Helstar

YEAH, T CAN MAKE

TJUST BETWEREN
e You
AwD

{

MY TROUBLES
b GRAMMAR
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BUZLE REVIEY ANNEXE

ALSO HECEIVED: Roy Kay {eda}: CHAOS 2
Roy ¥ay, 92 Craven Streat, Dirkenhead, Cheshire. 1/6d for two.

Meinly assorted motorial by the editor (Roy Kay - though there ig a two=
page satiriosl sort of thing hy none other than VECTOR'a editor), the pain
content being o niddle instaiment of & serial, There are also letters, and
artwork by Ken McIntyre and = ub = Roy Koy sgaine. The boy’s certainly verde
atils. The duplicoating could do with a bit of improvensnt though. A%

THE HAIL RESPONSE ANNEXE

JM ENGLAND (Xingswinford) First of all I must accept your spologles for the

skit on Be.A.SeReds sppoaring in H,S5.F.i, Nemsletter
No,17« This I recd in the spirit in which 4t was (I hope) written. I wowld
1i%a to oounter with sumething equally side=splitting, but 1 am not very good
at that sort of things I an gled that you think that, at least, [ "have the
right idea", Defore finishing with the subject, I would just like to say thet
1f DeSeFeise nembers wont to see sanmpla copies of tha Bei.S.H.h. journal beforo
joining, Noss 1 = 3 {30 far) can be borrowed from the 3,5,F.,i. Librory.

Now for VECTOR, The Letter Column, as usual, was one of the most intere
osting iteus. The Book Review section wes sluogt as interesting. Aldiss’s
article degserves ~ whole letter of commant on ite own, The Real Thing, by
James Parkhill-Eathbone, I also 1iked, Concerning mm-igh o say
is that I agree vholeheartedly vith Demnis Tucker's econment: *artevork itrans—
ferrod to stencil is nerrly nlvays atrocious", and I mes relieved thet there

was vary little of it in this issue. YFhy not haye ¢ good, fixed design for the
covar?

Bert Lewis asks “How the Ha.. did Stethoscopea for Sal¢ get intc VECTOR 2"
Dennis Tucker, lass veheuontly, zsks thmr hand, LeR. Jenes
and Don Saith seemed to like the articles So did 1. T would like to mae
more orticles of this type. It seems that B.5.F.A, menbers can be divided
roughly into two cotegories e« thoss interested in science-fiction (and science
itself) and those prinarily intercsted in fantasy, From the point of view of
ono of tha former 4t would be wore appropriate to ask "How the Hee. do articles
like And the Sooke Camo Down the Chimney =u get into VECTOR 2" Thay have
nothing vhatsoaver %o do sith gclencea ion or science, (H{Smmebody Up Here
Likes It, M)}

I found Srian /ldies's The Author’s Iot vary thoughteprovoking.Why do
writers write, and mhy do rasders resd?  (ocisnceefiction, in partiowlar).

It has been mpid thet writers write bacanso of & lsck of scmething in their
enviromnent, buf tha reascn nust bo o oomplex combination of both enviromment
and heredity, (It would ba imtaresting to coopare the percentages of wziters
in different gnyironments.) an obvious point is that writers are a ocinority
group and henoe (in a sonse) atypice) mumanvbeings. Resders, on the other
bend, sre definitely not otypical. People will seek vioarious experience and
satisfaction throuzh imagination , no oetter how satisfying their “rezd" lives,
bacausa they are constitutionally “never satisfied, But why are aclence—
fiction resders o minority group amongst roaders - and will thoy slveys be?
“That,” 4o quote Hamlet, “is the question.” It seems suitable for tackling
by detailed psyochologleal questionnaires rather than by individual introspec=
tiona howavers

A final corwent = Aldiss points out that a "belief in avil os o foree
external to man® is implicit in Tolkien's Lord of the Rings, I have vacemtly
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baen reeding Colin Vilson'es The Strength to Urean - a fascinoting boak with
scme vexy Interasting things to soy about seience-=Tfietion - in which very sime
1lar criticisws are expressed. How, I em vary far frob being a devotee of
"pure fantasy", but I have resd Lord of the Ringe ({loaned to me by Ken Cheslin)e
It is ¢ delightful and unique literary work, the most nemorable parts of it (to
me) being the long, beautiful desceiptions of jdeslized countryside, Brian's
criticlam of it is Justified, but hov can he say that it "leaves him untouched"
2inply bacemse 1t is "based on & fallacy" ¢

(T have now scon a copy of the BaheS.Reds Journsl, and I was pleassntly
impressed by the broad renge of its contents « whioh zun the gamut from duo-
deoimalism to archasology. Theo library coples are appreciated = though if
such era sent here first, they can be nsed as review copies. Which reeinds
pe = ooobery who don't happen to live close to a ﬁ';emiy neighbourhood Cheslin
can of ecourse borrow the Tolkien hooks frop the BeS.F.fis Librarys LMk
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H.379 Poter Asher, 57 Winpéle Stroet, Iondon Wel
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M.361  Ian Mokulay, "I1lyria”, Sandyford Rd, Co. Dublin, Eire €and youl
AJ382 P, Oddy, 16 Newlands Avenue, Bishop huckland, Co. Durham ({Apd yon mated
o383 C.G.P. Soith, Noe 8 Elizabeth Road, S. Toftenhan, London Mo
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%4349  Tan Hatton, 13 Talbot ivernue, London We2

A429)  Cavin Dixon, 283 Hertford Foad, London Ne9

M,316  Erlc Cavmer, 55 Vermont St, Brauley, Leads 13, Yorks

M.219 5048749 Cypl Usdger E.R., Rocm 27, 264 S.U., Royal Adr Porce, B.F.P.0.53

The sheuting's dicd dowm now, but thc other wmeok thc Russians scnt tho world
wild 9ith axoitcnent by putting o wonan inte orbit for the first tioce

It guos without saying that the Anorieans cculd just as epaily have
seored this particulap “firet" if they'd wanbed to, If thoy*d appealed for
volunteora, theyt'd have had no lack of suitable ones I swree The project
wowld deubtlass have upsct scvaral important and casilywshookable lobbics,
but anongst those of thc world's population who tock eny EIntorest, both
pale and fonalo, there would have been far more cheera than hoos.

Hovertheless, tho Arerdenns sam fit to lesvo the Russians to seorc this

;nm;p:mrtim’t propagenda pointe  4nd we arc fnoed with yeot snother triuoph for the

I wondor vhat are the odds that the Russians will put the first Negro
into orbit?

Thon thore’s this Lusiness about the hovercraft - enshionexeft = vhoie
aver onaocalls the thingde Lozt year onc was put into ecrvice nornss the
Dee ostuary, froo Cheshire to North Wales. all the muoheplugped advant=
ages of hoveroraf't over orthodox eane and aireeraft disappesred when 1t wos
found that tho howororsft couldn't teke rough weather cither - in fact, if
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anything, it needed the oalmest weather of tha thros,

This yoar thoy put cno in seryiee on 4ha Thancss There iz 3 serious
hitch alooet imnediatolys Mot tho weathur this time - tho Port of Ionden
Authority oan apparently koop thet ander control. Thils tioe it's sicply
trouble wvith driftwoods The hover (or euchion) oraft can only yly the
goentle Thanes waters 4f an orthodox boat travels in front oloaring drifdwood
out of the way, Shades of the man with the red flagd

A word about the Not-compctitions in ¥,29. Tho projeot se=as, on tho
whold, ta hove boon notesuccassfule Tho "guast of honour™ onc has preduced
a bit of fasetiousncas - shieh is naybe oll it desorved, The “spase~driva®
one nuch the sanse, Only tho "¢oatupe=party-thenc" not-coppetition has
turned up enything in particular ~ and there, at least one of the euggustions
atrikcs no s boing firet-class. Congratulations, Mr Jeevoae

I"1] hove ono pore noteconpotition this tinc.  WOT=GOMPETITION Nolod,
thon: think of & sunitabdle subject for o notecempetition,

Whioh brings this column {n sert of honuseoditorial) to o closce V21
i soheduled for publication in September. Until them, hoppy helidoys ovorye
body. an
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